by them it is J meane. 


The one ol them height Adam Bell, 


anothec Clun of the Clough: 
The third was William of 
an Archer god enongh. 


They were out-lawed eg Henifon, 


theſe yeomen euerp chons: 


with bewes s arrowes keen. 
To raiſe the Dare on t of their den, 

ſuch ſights haue not of: ba nc ſ@&ne: 
As by th;& yeomen of the Pozth Country, 


They ſwoze them bieten on a dap, 


to Englith we taz togone. 
Now lith and liſten 

that of mirth loneth to hearts: 
T woof them Ingle men, 
- the third had a wedded fors, 
Wilm was the weddod man, 
much moze then was his cars! 
Heſatid to his bzoth:on on a dap, 


and with his child;en thae 3 


gt mg, 
not by the counſell ef me. 
Foz if we go to Carlile bzother, 


and from this wild way wend, ”- 


If that the Juſtice do you take, 
„ 0 
» 


to Carlile he would fars, 
[There to ſpeake with faire A ie d wits, 
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eAdamBell, 


William of Cloudeſle. 
Thereat the Juſfice was full faine, 
and ſo the Sherife alſo : 


thy med thou ſhalt haue ers thou goe. 
The p gaue to her a right gad Jowne, 
of Starlet it was Zheardſaine: 
She toke the gift and home ſhe went, 
and £0! ched her downe againe. 
Thcy raiſet the towne ofmerry Ca lile, 
in all the haſte they can; 
And thꝛonging faſt vato the done, 
as faſt asthey might gan. 
There they beſe! the god xreoman, 
about on enery (ide : 
William heard great noiſe ofthe folks, 
that thither · war d ſaſt hide. 
Alice opened a backs window, 
and loked all abe it: 
She was wae ofthe Juſlics and Sheriffe, 
and with them a great rout. 
Alas treaſon,then cryed Alice, 
euer woe may thou be: 
Go intomy chamber huſband ſhe ſaid, 
ſwe&t William ok Cloud: ſle. 
He tokshis(wozd and his buckler, 
4 bis bole and childzenth;s: + 
| And went into tde ſtrongeſt᷑ ch 


where be thought ſureſi to be. 
Fairs Alice like a Toner true, 
with a Pollax in her hand: 
Bald, do ſhall dye that commeth in 
Cloudeſle bent aright gos bowe, 
that waz el a 1 


| T hon ſhalt not trauell hither fo2 nonght, | 
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Adam Bell. 


with my ſwozd inthe rout to run: 
T hen hers among? mine anemies wad, 


\s cruellp ts burne. 
Pe take his ſwoꝛd and his buckler then, 
and among ibem all he tan: 
Where the pcople thickeſt were, 
be (mets downe many a man. 
There might no man abite bis ſtrokes, 
ſo fiercely on them he rum: 


Then they thzew windowes e det on him, 


and ſo teke that yenman. 
There they him bound hand and late, 
and in a deepe dungeon him caſt, 
Now Cloudeſlc then ſaid the Juſtica, 
thou ſhalt be hang? in hafte. 
One vowe ſhall J make (aid the Sherifke, 
a paire of new gallowes thou ſhalt haus. 
And all the gates of Carlile Mall be Mut, 
there ſhall no man come in thereat. 
T here all not help Clim sf theClough, 
no; pet Adam Bell, 
Though they come with a thouſand mos, 
no; all the Diuels in hell. 
Early in the moꝛning the Juſtice aroſe, 
to the gates faſt gan he gone: 
And temman ded to ſhut cloſe, - 
lightly eut ry chone, | 
Then went to ide Market place, 
as ſaſt os de couldbys; 
A paire ot new gallowes there did he ſt vp, 
bel de oz. 
Alittle bop Rs them among, 
and a m unt that galla to tree: 
Che bang a good yteman, 
cal W lam of Cloudeſle- 
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| Adam Bell. 


' 


They found the gates ſhut them vuls, 
round about on guerę live. _ 
Alas, then (a:d god Adam Bell, 
that euet ive Were made men 


f beſe gates are ſhat ſo wondexous well, 


that we may not come therein. 
Chen ſpake Clim of the Clough, 
with a wile we will vs in being: 
Lot vsſap we be meflengers, 
ficatgbt come from the King, 
a damſaid J haue a Letter,well 
ul vs wilelp warke: 
Ae will lay we haut the Kings ſeale, 
J holdtge Poerno Clarke. 
Toren Adam Bell beateatthegate, 
with troks great and ſtrong: 
The Poꝛter heard ſuch a noiſe thereat, 
and tothe gates be thong. 
CAho isthcre (aid the Ratet, 
tat maketh all this kno / king : 
Ale be two meſſem ers (aiv they then, 
be come tight l om out King. 
Wie dane a Litter ſaid Adam Bell, 
to the Juſtice we mnt it bzing ; 
Let vs (a cur meſſage to do. 
that we were apaine tothe Ring. 
Here cometh none in ſaid the Pozter, 
by him thatbyeboſa tri: i 


Till that a falſe theſebg 1 
cald William of Cloudeſle. 
Then ſpake Clim of the Clough, 
and ſwoze by Mary irt: 
If that we ſtand long without, 


lite a the hangd ſhalt thou be. 
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Adam Beil. 


And Cloudeſle lay tea iu a Cta,. 
fat bound both fott and hand: 
Arid a ſtrang rope about his necke, 
already fo2 to hang. 
The Judice cald fo him a lad, 
Cloudeſl: clothes he ſhould hans, 
Co take toe meaſure of thot yeoman, 
and thereby to make him a graue. 


J haue ſaue as great maruell (aid Cloudefls. 


as bet weene this and pzime : 
Ve that maketh a grane ſo me, 
blinſe.fe map lye there in. 

Thou ſpeakeſt p ſaid the Juſtice, 
I will tha hang with mp hand: 
Full well beard tis his bzethzen two, 

thece (ill as they dio Rand. 
Then William calt his eve all de, 
and (aw his two bzethaen 
At the cozner ofthe market 
roadp the Juſtice to chaſe. 
I ſee comfozt (aid ¶ loude ſle, 
yet hope J well to fore : 
If A might haue my hands lot fres, 
right little might J care, 
Then (pate god Adam Bell, 
fo Elim of the Clough ſo free: 
Bzother ſes you marke the Juſtice well, 
[oe ponder you may him ſee, 
At the Sheriffe ſhot J will, 
ſtrongly with au arrow keens: 
A better ſhot in merry Carelile, 
this ſenen years was not ſeene. 
They loled their arrowes both at once, 
ol no man they 3 dead: 
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Adam Bell. 


and the Bels backward did ring + 
Panp a woman ſaid alas, 
and maay thcir hands did lozing. 
The Þ ao: of Carlile fozth cams was, 
and wie h him a full great tout: 
CTheſe peomen d2ca? hun fall ae, 
fo of theit lues they were in great doubt. 
Thep Paioꝛ came armed a ſull great pace, 
with a Pollax in hu hand: 
Manp a ſtrong man with him was; 
within that Noure to and, 
The Dato? (mot at Cloudeſle with his bill, 
his buckler bꝛaſt in two: 
Full manya pcomM withgroat eull, 
alas treaſon they crped e ane) 
ape we the gates faſt they bas, 
that theſe Traptozs thereeut not gs : 


But all foz naught was that ther , a 


faz ſo faſt vowne they were — 
Till thep all tha that @ , 
were gotten out ta bzaid,  ; * 
Vaue here your keyes ſaid Adam Bell, 
mp ottice here I (ozſake; 
If pou do by my counſell, 
anew Poztcr do au maks, ' 
He the w the keyes at their heads, 
and bad them tuill te thzius:; 
And all thatletteth any god ptaman, 
to come and comlozt his wife. 
Thus be the god peamengont to the weds, 
as lightly as leaſe on liade: 
They laugb andbemcrry in their made, 
thetrenemies were farrs behinde. 
hen they came to Englich wod, 
bnder the truſt * : 
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Adam Bell. 


Hereot to ſpeake ſaid Adam Bell, 

Iwis u is no bole: 

The meat that we muff ſp withall, 
it reſteth pet faſt on late. 

Then went they downe into thelawnd,. 


theſe Noble men all thze 3 -: / | 


— 


Dati of them New a Hart o Greece, 

the beſt they could there f&. 
Hane here the beſt Alice my wiſe, 

ſaid William of Cloude le: 
Becauſe ye ſo boldly Cad by me. 

whcn I was ſlains tull nye. 
Then they went to ſupper; 

with ſuch meat as thep had: 
And thanked God foxtheir toztune, 

thep were both merry amd glad. 
And when they hav (upped well, 
certaine withoutany leaſe, 
Cloudcſle (aid we willts 

to get — 9 charter ofpeacs. 

at our — 

in a Nunry bert deſſds: | 
Py twofonnes ſhall with her go, 

uad there they ſhall abide. ö 
Py eldeſt ſonne ſhafl go with eme. 728 
—— — ed | 1 

nd he zing you wozd ag 

hob that we ds fare. 5 N 
Thus be theſe gad peumen tu London gon, 

as taſt as thep t an das 
Till they came to the Rina pallnce, 

where they woutd na du ba 
And when they came to thekrings Court, 

vnto the palace gate: 7 | 
Df no man would they aſe une, - + 
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Adam Bell. 


Do may I thzive,ſatd Adam Bell, 
this game liketh not me. 
Ent god A 02d we beſerch you now, 
t dal pe will grant vs grace, 


In ſomuch as u do to you come, 
oꝛ elſe that we map from yon paſſe, 
TUth ſuch weapons as we haus hers, 
till we be ont of your place: 
And if we line this hundzeth ptere, 
we will aſke of ron no grace. 
Pe ſpeake pzoudly (41d the King, 
pr hill be hanacd all ther: 
Cb at were great pitty ſaid the Queue, 
if any grace might be. 
& pLo;d when J came firl into this land 
to be your wedhbgh wife, 
The firſt bone th J would agks, 
vou would grant me beline: 
And J aſked pe n ꝛuet none till now, 
therefo;e god Lozd grant it me: 
Now alke it Madam ſaid the King 
and granted ſhall it be. 
Then god T 03d J pou beſ&ch, 
theſe peomen grant ps me. 
$artem,ye might baue aſked a bone, 
that ſhould haue bin wo2th them al the 
Ye might haue aſked towers and tswnes, 
Parkes and Foꝛteſts plenty. 
None ſopleaſant to my gap (he ſat, 
no;noneſolefe to me. 
Madam, uth it is your defire, 
your aſking granted hall be: 
Eut Jhaylener dane giuen youy 
god Parket townes the. 
The Qua ne was a glad woman, 
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Adam Bell. 


Firſt the Juſtice and the Sheriffe, 
ant the Pais; of Cailile towns, 
Ot all the © onſtables and Catchpoles, 
a'lve were lelt not one. 
The Vailitfes and the Beadles both, 
and the Sergtants of the Law: 
Aandfoztp Foreſters ofthe ler, 
theſe cutlawes haue lla w. 
And t:oke his Parks,snd ſlaius his dere, 
of all thep choc the beſt : 
Do perillous outhawes as thep wers, 
walked not by Caſt no: Mett. 
hen rhe ding this better had road, 
in heart he ſigbed ſoze: 
Take vp the Table then ſaid ho, 
foz I can eate no moze. 
The ing then called bis beſt Archers, 
tc the Buts with him to go: 
J will ſee thee fcllc wes ſhote ſaid he, 
that in the Po; th hath wzonght this ws, 
Che liings Bowmen buſkt them buth, 
andthe Qucknes Archers allo: 
So did theſe wight peomen, 
with them they thought to go. 
© bete twiceoz thzice they ſhot about, 
fo; to aſap theit hand: 
© here was no ſhote theſe yromen Got, 
that any pzicke might Rand. 
fNhenſpake Wim of Clevdelle, 
by htm that foz me dyed : 
J hold him never a god Archer, 
that Goteth at Gn's ſa wide. 
TAbereat then faid the A 
J p2ay the tell to me, 
At ſuch a But fir he lai, 
GC 2 
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Adam Vell. | 
And there euen befoze the King, | 

in the carth he dzoue a Rake. . 
And bound thereto his eldeſt ſonne, 

and bad him ſtand ill thereat : 
And turned the childes fats him fro, 

becauſe he ſhould not tart. | 
An apple bpon his bead he ſet. | 

and then his bow be bent: | 
Sixſcoze pec.'s ther: were met, 

and thither Cloudcſ]: went. 
pere he dzt w out a faire b2oad arrow, | 

his boiy were great and long: | | 
He ſet that are in his bow, 

that was both ſtiffe and ſ rang. 
Mt pꝛaped the pes ole that were there, 

that they weuld till ſtand: 
Foz be that ſhÞteth foz ſach a wager, 

hed node ofa ſteddy hand. 
Puch people pꝛaped ſez Cloudefle, 

that his lite ſaved might be: 
And when de made dim reo dp fo ſhot, 

there was many a weping t pe. 
Thus Cou (1: tlaue the apple in two, 

as manp a man might ſg: 
Now God fa;bid then (aid tkeKinn, 

that thou cheuldſt thote at me. 
I gi''eibee rvin pence a dap, 

and mp ow ſhalt thou bears: d 
And ouer all the Nozth Conntrp, 

J make the chie.e Ranger 
And Jle glue the riti.pence a dar, ſaid the Qufene, 

by Sed zd by my fay: Aha 
Come fefch thy paymen!: when thou wilt, 

no man ſhail ſay the nay. 
William. make tłꝭ a Gentleman, 
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. Adam Bell 


EKKPY it was in the green Forres; 
among the leabes 


— — ; 


To raiſe be Deer out of their den, 
ſuch ũgbts bave not oft been ſeen : t 2. | 
As by ihꝛee pec men of the Nozth Counfrep, 2 
by them it is I mean. 
The one of them beight Adam Bell, 
another Clim of the Clough, 
The third was William of Cloudeſle, 
an Accher good enough. 
A dey were outlawed foz Weniſen, 
theſe peomen 8bery chone ; 
Abeyſwoze them bzetbzen on a dap, 
to Engliſh wood foz to gone. 
Now lich and liſten Gentlemen, 
that of mirth lobeth to hear: 
Abo ok them were üngle men, 
the third had wedded fete. 
William was the wedded man, 
much moze then was bis care: 
Hs ſaid to bis bzechten on a dap, 
to Carlile be would fare, 
There to ſpeak with fair Alice his wife, 
and with bis child en tee? 44155 
By mp troth ſaid Adam Bell, 4 
not by the counſel of me: 
Foz if we go to Carlile bother, 
and from this wild wood wend, 
If that che Juſtice do pou take, 
pour life is at an end. | 
A2 


Adam Bell 


Ak chat I come nat to mozrow bꝛothet, 
by pꝛime to pou again: 

Truſt you then that A am taken, \ 
oz elſe chat 1 am flain. Mo 

Pe too his leave of his bzetþzen (wo | 
and to Carlile he is gone: 

There be knoched at bis own window, 
{þoztip and anon. 

Mhere be pou fair Alice? he ſaid, 
my Wife and Childzen thzee: 

Ligbtly let in thine own Pvusband 
William of Clondeſle. 

Alas then raid fair Alice, 
and lighed very ſoze : 

T his place hath been beſet foz you, 
Full baif a pear and moze. 

Now am J bete ſaid Cloudeſle, 
I would that in A ere : 

Now fetch us meat and dzirk enough, 
and let us make good cheer. 

She fetcht him meat and dzinb plentp, 
like a true Wedded wife: 

And pleaſed him with what be had, 

whom GHelobed as her life. 

ATtere lap an old wife in that place, 

a little befoze the fire : 

a21bich William had found of charity 
moze then ſeden pear. 

Up {þe roſe, and fozth tþe goes, 
ebil might ſhe ſpeed therefoge; 

Foz ſþe bad not ſet no fcod on ground, 
fn ſe ben pears befoge. 

Sþe went into the JuRice pall, 
88 faſt as ſhe could bie: | 

This night ſhe laid is come ſo tow7, 


William 


Adam Bell 


VVilliam of Cloudeſle. 5 


Gbeteat the Juftice was full fain, 
and ſo the Sheriff alſo. 

Thou (alt not travel huber e nought, 
tp meed thou thali babe ere thou go. 

Tþep gads to her arigbt good'gatyn, 
of Scarlet it was I heard ſain : 

She took the gift and home the went, 
and couched ber down again. 

Eder raiſed the Loan of merry Carlile. 

in all the baſte they can: 


And thzonging fad unto the Boule, 


as faſt as thep might gan; 
There thep beſet the good peoman, 
about on eberp lide : 
VVilliam beard great noiſe of the fold, 
chat chicher ward fall hide. 3 
Alice opened a back window, 
amd looked all about : 
She was ware of the Juftics and Sherif, 
and with that 8 great rout. 
Alas ixeaſon, then cried Alice, 
tber dos map Hon be: | 
Go into my chamber busband, the ſaid, 
ſweet V Villiam of Cloudelle. 
Pe took bis ſwozd and bis buckler, 
bis bow and children thee :; * 
And went into the ſtrongeſt chamber, 
where he (ought ſureſt to be. 
Fair Alice like a lober true, 
with a Pollax in het hand: 
Said, be wall dys that cometh in 
this dooz, while I map ſtand. 
Cloudelle bent 8 right good bow, 
that was of guſt> tree: 
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Adam Bell. 


De ſmote the Juftice on the belt, 
that bis art ow burſt in kþzee. 

Gods curſe ef his beart ſaid William, 
ibis dap th coat did on. 

If it bad been no better then mine, 
it had been neer ide bone. 

Peeld thee Cloudeſle faid the Juſtice, 
and thy bow and thy arrowes thee fro : 

Gods curſe on his heart (aid fair Alice, 
that my busdand counſeileth ſo. 

Set fire on the bouſe ſald the Spe tiff, 
lich no better it will be : - 

Ard burn we there in, William he ſaith, 
bis wife and childzen tbzee. 

They fired the bauſe in many a plate, 
the fire flow on high : 

Alas then ſaid fair Alice, 
I ſee we bere ſþall dye. 

William opened a beck window, 

what was in bis chamber lie: 

And chere with ſheets be did let don, 
bis wife and childzen thꝛee: 

Foz Cbꝛiſts lobe do ihem nd harm, 
but week pou all on ms. 

VVilli m ſpot fo wondzeus well, 
till bis arrowes were all gone: 

Ard fire ſo faſt about bim fell. 
that hie bow dting bzent in to. 

Abe ſparkles bzent vnd fell upon, 
good V Villiam of Cloudeſle: 

But then was be a woful man, 
and ſaid, this is a Cowatds death ſo me. 

Lever bad I ſaid V Villiam, | 


Adam Bell 
witz my t woꝛd in the rout to tun: 
hen bere amongs mine enemies wood, 
ſo ctuelly to burn. 
Be took bis ſwozd and buckler then, 
and among them all ke ran: 
Where tte people thickeſt were, 
be (mote down manę a man. 
There migbt no man abide bis ſttokes, 
ſo frercelſp on them be ran: 


T hen they toꝛew Windows and doozs on him, 


and ſo tcok that peoman. 
Tete they bim bound band and ſoot, 
and in a deep dungeon him cet. 
Now Cloudeſle then ſaid the Juſtice, 
thou fþalt be banged in haſt, _ 
One bot ſþall A make ſaid che Sheriff, -- 
u pair of new gallowes chou ſhalt babe, 
And all the gates of Carlile ſþall be ſþut, 
there Gall no man come in thereat. 
There fall not belp Clim of the Clough, 
nez et Adam Bell, 
Thwugh they come with a thoiſand moe, 
noz all the devils in bell. 
Early in the moaning the Juſtice aroſe, 
to the gates faff gan be gone : 
And commanded to ut cloſe, 
lightIp eberp chone. 
Thin went fo the Market place, . 
as faſt as thep can hie: 
A patr of new gallowes there he did ſet up, 
belide the Pillozp. * 
A little bop ſtood them among, 
and aokt what meant that gallow tree : 
Lbey ſaid to bafig a good psomon, 
called V Villiam of Cloudeſle. 


add —— — — — 
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Adem Bel. 


Thet little Wop was Town Stine- heard, 
and zept fair Alice ſtzine : 
Fuil oft be hid ſeen Cloudeſle in the wo 
- end gabe bim there io dine; 
Me went out of a ere vice of the Mall, 
and iightiy ta ſhe Wood he ran: * 
Abe te be met with che fe weight peomen, 
iþozt1p and anon. 
Aas then ſaw the little bop, 
' you Larrp here all (oo long: 
Clouceſle is tang 8nd deom'd to derefh, 
and ready to be hang d. 
Ales pen ſaid good Adam Bell, 
that e ber we ſaw this dap: 
Me migbt dave tartped here with ue, 
ſo oft we did him pꝛap. 
Me migbi babe dwelt in green Foreſt, 
under theſe (þadoirs ſpeen: 
And kept both bim and vs at reft, 
out of trouble and ti en. 
Adam beit a tigbt good bow, 
a great beart (con he had ſlain : 
Tabe that child be ſaid fotbp dinner, 
and being ine mine artoly ag}tn, 
Ncw we go heece ſaid ih ſe j.lp peomen, 
tarty we no longer here : 
We ſpall him bie by Gods grace, 
thougb we tup ii full dear. 
Lo Carlile went theſe good rcomen, 
in a merry moꝛning of Ma: 
Pete is a fit of Cloudeſle, 
anoihec is fozioſap. 


D biken tcp came fo merry Carliſle, 
A in a fèit mogning tide ; 


Ther 


They found the gates ſþut tþem unto, 
round about on eberp (ide, 
Alas then ſaid good Adam Bell, 
that eber we were made men, 
Theſe gates are ſbut ſo wandzous well, 
that we mip not come therein. 
Then ſpake Clim of the Clough, 
with a wile we will us in being: 
Let us ſap we be meſſengers, 
dcaigbt come from the King. 
Adam ſaid I have a Letter, well 
let us wiſelp warke z 
We will Cap we babe the Kings ſeal, 
I bold the Pozter no Clat k. 
Aben Adam Bell beat at the gate, 
with ttrokes great and rong : 
The Pozter heard ſuch a noiſe thereat, 
and to the gates be thzong.. 
Whois there ſaid the Pozter, 
that maketh all tis knocking ? 
Me be two meſſengers ſaid they then, 
become right from the King: 
Me babe a Letter ſaid Adam Bell, 
fo the Juſtice I muſt it bing: 
Let us in our meſſage to do, 
that we were again to the Ding, 
Pere commeth none in ſaid the Pozter, 
by him that dyed of a tree : 
Till that a falſe theef be hang o, 
cal'd Wil iam of Cloudeſle. 
Then ſpake Clim of the Clough, 
and woe by Warp free: 
If that we ſtand long without, 
like a theef hang d ſhalt thou be; 
Lo here we babe the _ Seal, 


Adam Bell 


bat 


7 | — 4 12 c 


Adam Bell. 


what Lurden art thou u oo: 
The Pozter weend it had been ſo, 
and lightip did off his food. 
Melcome is mp Lozds ſeal he (aid, 
Foz that pou ſcall ceme in: 
H- opened the gsfes full port lp, 
an ebilepening fog him. 
Now are we in ſaid Adam Bell, 
whereof we are right fain : 
But Ctziſt he krotes aſſuredlp, 
bow we fþall out again. 
Dad we the Keyes ſaid Clim of the Clough, 
right well then ſhould we ſpeed : 
Typen might we come out well enough), 
when we ſee (ime and need, 
They called the pozter tocounſel!!; 
and wꝛung bis neck in iwo: 
And caſt bim in adeep dungeon, 
and took the Keys him fro. 
dw am J Pozter ſaid Adam Bell, 
ſee bzother the Keps we babe here. 
The woꝛſt Pozter in merrp Carliſle, 
that came this bundzed pear, 
No we will our dowes bend, 
into the Town will we go: 
Foz to deliber our dear bzother, 
that Ipeth in care and woe. 
Then tþep bent their good pew bowes, 
and looked their ſtrings were round; 
The Watket place in nierrp Carlile, 
they beſet in that Round, 
And as the p locked them beſide, 
a pair of new gallows there thep ſee, 
And the Juſtice with a Queſt of Squires, 
(hat judgeth William hanged to be. 


Adam Bell 


And Cloudeſle lap readp there in a Cart, 
faſt bound both foot and hand 
And a strong rope about his neck, 
alceadp foz to hang. 
The Juſtice cal'o to him a lad, 
Clondeſle's clothes be (hould habe, 
To tabe the meaſure of that peoman, 
and thereby to make him a grabe. 
I babe ſeen a great marbel ſaid Cloudelle, 
as between this and pzime : 
Me that maketþ a grave foz me, 
_  bimſelfmap Ie therein. 
Thou ſpeakeſt pzoudly ſaid ths Juſtice, 
I will thee hang with my hand: 
Full well þeard this bis bzethzen two, 
there Qill as thep did and. 
Then William caſt bis epe aſide, 
and ſaw bis two bzetbzen 
At the cozner of the market place well pꝛe· 
readp the Juſtice to chaſe. (par'd, 
I ſee comfozt ſaid Cloudeſle, 
pet bope I well to fare: 
If I might babe mp bands let free, 
right little might I care. 
Then ſpake good Adam Bell, 
to Clim of thee Clough ſofree : 
Bꝛother ſee you mark the Juſtice well, 
loe pondex pou map him ſes. 
At the Sberif foot J will, 
Qrongly with an arrow been : 
A better ſpoot in merrp Carlile, 
this ſeben pears was not ſeen, 
Theploſed their arrows both at once, 
- of no man they þad dzead : 


Adam Bell. 


The one bit the Juſtice the other the Sheriff 
that both their foes gan blecd, 
All men bopded that ſtood them nye, 
when tþe Juſtice fell fo the ground : 
And the Sher:ff npe him by, 
either bad bis deaths Wound. 
All the Citizens faſt gad flee, 
thep durſt no longer abide; 
There lightly thep looſed Cloudeſſe, 
where he with ropse lap tpde, 
William ſtept to an Officer of the Town, 
bis Ax out of bis band he wzung: 
Dn eacb fide he ſmote chem down, 
bim thought be tartped all too long. 
William ſaid to bis bzetbzen two, 
this dap let us libe and dys: 
If eber pou habe need as J babe nobo, 
the ſame (all pou finde by me. 
They ſhot ſo well chat tid. 
fo: their rings toere of (1k ſure, 
T bat chep k pt the (ſtreet on every ſide, 
the battell did long endure. 
Tbey fought togetþer like bzetþ;en true, 
like hardp men and bold : 
Man a man to che ground chep thzetw, 
and made many a beart cold. 
But when tþetr arrewes were all gone; 
men pzefſed on them full faſt : 
Tbep dzew their ſwozds then anon, 
and their bowes from chem cafi; 
7 hep went lightly cn their wap, 
with ſwozds and bucklers round; 
By thit it were mid of the dap, 
rep made many a wcund, 
Mang an out hon in Calle bes blown, 


Adam Bell 


and the Bels backward did ting: 
Manp a woman ſaid. alas, 
and many their hands did wing. 
T!e Paioz of Carlile fozth come tras, 
and with him a full great rout ; 
Tbeſe yeomen dzead him full ſoze, 
fee of their libes thep were in great doubt; 
Toe Maio came armed a ſull great pace, 
witp a Pollax in þis band: 
M2ny aſtrong man with bim wes, 
foithin that ſtout to land. 
T be Maioꝛ (mot at Cloudeſle with bis bill 
bis Buchloz bzaft in two : 
Full many a peoman With great ebil, 
alas treaſon tbepcry'd fog woe. 
Keep we the gates faſt thep bad, 
that theſe Traptozs iþergout not go: 
15 ut all foz nought was that they wzought, 
fozſofaſt toton thep Mete laid, 
Till tber all thzee that ſo msnfullp fcught, 
were gotten cut of a bzaid. 
Yave here pour kepes ſaid Adam Bell, 
mp office bere I fozſake : 
It pou do by mp conncel, 
a new pozter do pou make, 
Me thꝛew the keps at their beads, 
and ba? them e dil to tþzide ; 
And all that letteth any good peoman, 
fo come and comfozt bis wife, 
Thus be the good peomen gone to the wood 
as lightly as leaf on linde; 
ht p laugh and be merry in their mood, 
their enemies were farr bebinde, 
Men they came to Englitþ wood, 
under the frufp tree; 
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Adam Bell. 


Thete thep found Wowes full good, 
and Arrowes great plenty. 

So God me help ſaid Adam Bel], 
and Clim of the Clough ſo ftee, 

I would we were in merrp Carlile, 
befoze that fair many. 

Then ſate they down and made good cheer, 
and eat and dunk full well: 

Mere is a fit of theſe wight peomen, 
anotþer J will pou tell. 


A? tbep ſate in Engliþ wood, 
under their iruſtp tree: 
A bep tborght thep beard a woman weep, 
but ber iþep could not ſee. 
Soze then (ghed fair Alice, 
tat eber J ſaw this day : 
Foz riolp is mp dear husband flain, 
alas and well awap. 
Might I bave ſpcke with bis deer bzethzen, 
02 with either of tem twain, 
Lo lþew to them what bim befel, 
mp heart were out of pain. 
Cloudeſle walkt a little aide, 
and lookt under the green wood linde, 
Me ſaw bis wife and childzen thꝛee, 
full woe in beart and minde, 
Welcome Wife then ſaid William, 
under this trufip tree: 
I bad weend peſtetdap by ſweet , John, 
thou ſpouldſt me ne ber ſee. 
Now well is me ſhe ſaid that pe be here, 
mp heart is out of woe: 
Dame de ſap be merrp and glad, 
and thank mp bzetþzen two. 


DBereof 


Adam Bell. 


Pertok to ſpeab ſaid Adam Bell, 
I wis it is no boot: 
The meat that we muſt ſup withall, 
it teſteih pet faſt on oof, 
Thin went thepdown unto the Tatwnd; 
Theſe Noblemen all thzee : 
Eichof them flewsa Part of Gzeece, 
tbe beſt thep could there ſee, 
Pibe here the beſt Alice mp wife, 
ſaid William of Cloudeſle : 
Becauſe pe ſo boldlp ſtood bp me, 
when J was Cain full nye. 
Then they went to ſupper, 
with ſuch meat as thep had 
And tþanked God ſoz their foztune, 
thep were merrp and glad, 
And when they bad ſupped well, 
cette in without anp leaſe. 
Cloudeſle ſaid we will to our Ring, 
toget us a Charter of peace. 
Alice þall be at our ſojourning, 
in a Nunnerp bere beſide : 
®y two ſons ſþalLtvith ber go, 
and there the p ſþall abide. 
Myeldeſt ſon ſpall go with me, 
foz him A have no care: : 
And be ſball bzing you woꝛd again, 
{ow that we do fare. 
Thus be theſe good peomen to London gon, 
as faſt as thep map bye: 
Till tbep came to the Kings pallace, 
where thep would needs be. 
And when they came to the Kings Court, 
unto the pallace gate: 
Ok no man would the p ask leabe, 
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but boldlp went in thereat, 
They pzoceeded pzeſent into the þall, 
of no manthep bad dzead : 
The P-ozter came after, and did them call, 
and with them gan to chide. 
The UMſper ſaid, peoman what would you 
I pzay you tell to me? (babe 
Dou might babe Dfftcers (ent, 
good (trs from whence be pe ? 
Sir, we be out-lawes of the Foreſt, 
certain without anp leaſe ; 
And hither we be come to the King, 
fo get Us a Charter of peace. 
And when they came befoze the King, 
as it was ibe Law of the Land: 
| Thep kneeled down witbcut letting, 
| and each beld up bis band. 
| They ſaid, Loꝛd we beſeech thee here, 
that pe will grant us grace: 
Foz we babe ain pour fat follow Deer, 
in manp a ſundzp place. 
Mbat be pour names 1hen ſaid the ing. 
anon that you tell me: 
Adam Bell, Clim of the Clough, 
ond William of Cloudeſle. 
Be pe thoſe theebes ſaid ihe King, 
that men have told to me: 
Pere to God I make a bow, 
pe ſhall be þang'd all thzee 3 
Pe ſhali be dead without mercy, 
as J am King of this Land: 
De commanded bis Officers ebery chone, 
kaſt on them to lap hand, 
Therefoze thep took theſe good peomen, 
and arreſted them all thzee. 


The Queen wie s glad — | 


| dem Dell 


So map I tþ;ive ſaid Adam Bell, 
this game liseib not me. 
But good Lozd we beſeech pou now, 
that pe will grant us grace, 
Inſomuch es we do fo poucome?, 
oz elſs that we may from pou paſs, 
With fucþ weapons as we habe ere, 
till we be out of pour place: 
And if we live this bundzed pear, 
we will ask of gou no grace, 
Pe ſpeaz pꝛoud i ſaid the King. 
pe ſhall be hanged all thzee: 
That were great pitp ſaid the Queen, 
if any grace might. be. 
Mp Lozd when J came fitũ into this Land 
to be your wedded Mife, : 
The firſt boon (hat J would agk, 
yon would grant me belibe : 
And I asked pe ne vet none till nobo, 
there foꝛe good Lozd grant it me. 
Nob» ask it Madam ſaid the King 
and granted it ſhall be. 
Then good Lopd J rou beſee rh, 
theſe peomen grant ps me: 
Mam ye might babe asked a boan, 
that ſþould habe been wozth them all thzee.: 
Pe might babe asked Towers and Towns, 
Parks and Fozreſts plentp : | 
None ſo pleaſant to my pay tþe ſaid, 
noz none ſo leef to me. 
adam, ſtih it is your deſire; 
pour asking granted ſþall be. 
Fut I had le ber babe giben pou, 
good Parket Tovons thzee. 


— — — —— 
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and ſaid, Loꝛd gramarcy . 
I dare undertake foz them, 
that tru? men they ſþall be: 
But good Loꝛd ſp: as ſome merrp wozd, 
that they migtt comfopt ſee. 
I grant you grace then ſaid the King, 
wach fellows and to meat go pe. 
Thep bid not (ttten but a while, 
certain without leafing : 
There came two meſſengers out of the Nozty 
with letters to the King. 
And when tbep came befoze the King, 
thep kneeled down upon their bnee : 
And ſaid your Officers greet pou well, 
of Carlile in the Nozth Country. 
Pob fareth mp Juſtice (ſed the Ring) 
ard mp Sheriff alſo : 
Sir thep be (tain without leaffng, 
and manp an Officer moe. 
Who hath them (lain; ſaid the Ang, 
anon that pou tell me: 
Adam Bell, Clim of the Clough, 
and Williamof Cloudeſle. 
Alas foz truth then ſaid tþe King) 
mp heart is wondzous ſoze : 
I Lad lever tban a thouſand pound, 
A bad bnown this befoze, 
Fo2 J habe granted them grace, 
and that fozetþinketþ me: 
But bad J known all this befoze, 
they had been banged oll thzee, 
The King opened tbe Letter ancn, 
bimſelf be read it the: (lain, 
And there be ſound how theſe outlator s had. 
thee hundzed men and moe, 


Fit 
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Firſt che Juſtice and the Sheriff, 
and the Matoꝛ of Carlile Town, 
Ok all the Conſtables and Caicypales, 
alive be left not one. 
The WBailiffs and che Beadles both, 
and che Sergeants of the Law: 
And foztp Fozreſters of the fee, 
theſe outlaws habe pliaw, 
And bꝛode his Parks and d ain his dect. 
of all thep cyoſe the belt: 
So perillous outlaws as thep were, 
Walked not by Eaſt oz Meſt. 
When the King this Leiter had read, 
in beart be (ighed full ſoae ; 
26k? up the table then ſaid be, 
foz Ican eat no moze. 
Tbe King then called his beſt Archers | 
tothe Buts with bim to go: ; 
I will ſee theſe fellows foot ſaid be 110 
chat in the Poꝛtd habe wzought this woe . 
The Kings Bowmen buskt tem blich, 
and che Queens Archers alfo : | 
So did thefs wight peomen, 
with them they thougbt to go. 
There twice oz thzice thee ot about, 
foz to aſſay their hand: 
There was no ſþoot theſe peomen dot, 
That any pꝛick migbt and. 
Then ſpake William of Cloudeſle, 
by him that foꝛ me dzed: . 4% 24536 
I bold him ne ber a good Archers - -- ; + 


that ſhcoteth at Wuts:ſo Wide. 


Wheceat then ſaid the King, 
I pꝛap thee tell fo me: 


At ſuch a Butt fir he ſaid, FN . 
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as men uſe in mp countrey. 
William went into the fleld, 
and his two bzetbzen with bim, 
There tdep iet up two baſel rods, 
twentp ſcoze pace between : 
I hold pim an Archer, ſaid Clondeſle, 
that pounge r wand cleabeth in two; 
Pere is none ſuch, ſaid the King, 
foz no man can ſo do. 
I ſhall aſſay ir, ſaid Cloudelle, 
02 that I further go: 
Cloudeſle with a bearing arrow, 
cleabe the wand in two. 
Thou art the beſt Arcber, ſaid the King. 
fozſootþ that eber I ſee : 
And pet foz pour lobe ſaid William 
A will do moze maſtery, 
I babe a ſon is ſeben pears old, |. 
be is to me Full deay : 
I will tte bim fo a (ake, : 
all (ball ſee bim that be here, 
And lap an apple upon bis head, 
and go ir ſcoze pace bim fro : 
And JI mp ſelf with a bzoad arrob, 
tall cleabe the apple in two. 
Now þaft thee then, ſaid the King, 
by bim that dyed on a tree; 
But if thou doſt not as !þou haſt ſaid, 
banged ſhalt thou be, 
And thou touch his head oz gown, 
in fibgt that men map ſee : 
Bp all the Saints that be in Peab'n, 
I ſþall pou hang all tþzee. | 
Tyat I þave pzomiſed ſaid William, 
I neder will fozſake : 


And there eben beroze the King, 
in tbe cerih be dꝛobe a takes 
And bound thereto bis eldeſt ſon, 
atzd bad hum ſtand (M1 there at: 
And turned ihe childs face him fro, 
becauſe be ſhould net Nar?, 
An Apple upon hie head he ſet, 
and then his dow be bent: 
Six ſcoꝛe paces there were met, 
and thitter Clondefle went: 
There he dꝛe d cut a fair bzcad artow, 
bis bow was great and long, 
Be ſet that arrow in his Vom, 
that was both ſtiff and ſtrong, 
Be pꝛaped the people that were there, 
that thep would (til! tand 
Foz be that ſþooteth fog ſuch a wager, 
bad need of a eddy band. 
Much people pzaped fog Cloudeſle, 
that bis life ſabed might be ; 


And when he made him ready 19ſhoot; 


there was manPa weeping epe. 


as manp à man might ſee : 
Now God fozbid then ſaid the King, 
that thou ſbouldſt ſhoot at me. 
I give thee xbiit. pence a day, 
and my bow ſþalt thou ber: 
And ober sil the Nozth Countrp, 
I make the chief Rider, 


And Ile gibe thee xiii.pence a dap, faid the 
by God, and by mp fap, (Queen, 
Tome fetch thy papment when thou wilt, 


no man ſhall ſap thee nap. 
William, I made thee a Gentleman, 
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Thus Cloudeſle clabe the à pple in two, 


* 
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of clotbing and of fee : 
And ty two bzethzen peomen of mp Cbam- 
fo; they are lobelp to ſee : (ber, 
Pour ſor: foz be is tender of age, 
of my wine celloz chall be, 
And when he comes to mans eſtate, 
betfer pzeferred ſpall he be, 
And William king me four wife, ſaid the 


I long full ſoze to ſee : (Dueen. 
She ſþall be mp chief Gentle woman, 
to gobein mp Nurſerp. 


The peomen ibenked them full curtcouſly, 
and ſaid lo ſome Eiſſ op tre will wend, 
Df all tbe fins that we habe done, 
tobe aſſopled at bis hand. 
So ſoꝛth be gone theſe good peomen, 
es fat as thep can hie; 


And after came and libed with <2 King, 


and died geod peomen all thzee. 
Abus endeth the libes cf theſs good peomen, 
God ſend them eternal bliſs: | 
And all that with hand bow ſþootetþ, 
that of peab n map ne ber miſs. 
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